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PUBLIC NOTICE

Global Irregular Migration and Trafficking in Persons Sanctions Regime
16 October 2025

Please be advised that the United Kingdom launched a new Global Irregular Migration and Trafficking in
Persons Sanctions Regime. The Global Irregular Migration and Trafficking in Persons Sanctions Regulations
2025 (the “Regulations”) came into force on 23™ July 2025. It provides for the imposition of financial
sanctions, namely the freezing of funds and economic resources, on persons who are or have been involved

in people smuggling, human trafficking or the instrumentalisation of migration for the purposes of
destabilisation, as well as criminal activities which facilitate, promote or provide support for such
smuggling, trafficking or instrumentalisation or which are intended to do so. The Global Irregular Migration

and Trafficking in Persons Sanctions (Overseas Territories) Order 2025 extends the Regulations with

modifications to the Cayman Islands, and comes into force today 16 October 2025.

An Explanatory Memorandum accompanies the Regulations, providing further information on their
provisions.

A Statutory Guidance — The Global Irregular Migration and Trafficking in Persons Sanctions: guidance is

available to assist people in implementing and complying with the regulations. It covers the prohibitions
and requirements imposed by the regulations. It also provides guidance on best practice for:

e complying with the prohibitions and requirements
e enforcing them
e circumstances where they do not apply


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/902/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/902/contents/made
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/902/pdfs/uksiem_20250902_en_001.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/global-irregular-migration-and-trafficking-in-persons-sanctions-guidance

HM Treasury Office of Financial Sanctions Implementation (OFSI) has issued several notices regarding this

regime over the last three months. You can access these from the Financial Reporting Authority (FRA) and

the Cayman Islands Monetary Authority (CIMA) websites.

The Global Irregular Migration and Trafficking in Persons Sanctions: list of asset-freeze targets can be found

at:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/689c855687bf475940723f1b/Global Irregular Migration

and Trafficking in Persons.pdf

What you must do

check whether you maintain any accounts or hold any funds or economic resources for the
persons set out in the Annex to this Notice and any entities owned or controlled by them;

freeze such accounts, and other funds or economic resources;

refrain from dealing with the funds or economic resources or making them available directly
or indirectly to or for the benefit of designated persons unless licensed by the Governor or if
an exception applies;

refrain from providing trust services to or for the benefit of the persons set out to the Annex
in this Notice;

report any findings to the FRA at financialsanctions@gov.ky, together with the information or
other matter on which the knowledge or suspicion is based by completing and submitting a
Compliance Reporting Form (CRF). Where the information relates to funds or economic
resources, the nature and quantity should also be reported.

Information received by the FRA may be disclosed to third parties in accordance with provisions set out in
the Information and Records part of the regulations and in compliance with applicable data protection

laws.

Information regarding a suspected designated person, and funds or economic resources belonging to them,
does not need to be disclosed to the FRA where it has previously been reported.

Failure to comply with financial sanctions legislation or to seek to circumvent its provisions may be a
criminal offence.

It is therefore important that you fully understand the assets under the ownership and control of your
clients. You must carry out appropriate customer due diligence on your clients which includes regular
screening (including onboarding, ongoing, and on incoming/outgoing transactions) against the list of
individuals and entities designated under this regime.
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